


Houston County Commissioners Meeting

September 17, 2013

Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, Fire/HEMA Chief Jimmy Williams, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Flint Energies Senior Vice-President Jimmy Autry, Jim Taylor of Robins Regional Chamber of Commerce, Walton and Becky Wood,  and County Attorney Tom Hall.

Chairman Stalnaker led the audience in the Invocation.

Lt. Col. Lynn Morris led the audience in the pledge of allegiance and spoke of his military career.  He is currently a Deputy Commander with the 116th Maintenance Group on Robins Air Force Base.  He grew up in Birmingham, Alabama and joined the Air National Guard in 1988.  He has spent time in the KC-135, the B-1 and has been with JSTARS since 2002.  He related that JSTARS has achieved over 85,000 combat hours overseas in its history.  It is not uncommon for normal flight times to be 12-14 hours.  He related that his toughest assignment has been his current one as Deputy Commander given the constraints placed upon military operations through sequestration.  His most harrowing experience was about ten years ago when he was serving as a weapons system officer aboard a B-1 and the nose gear malfunctioned.  Lt. Col. Morris believes that everyone who wears a uniform is a recruiter and he encourages all young adults to consider service to their country.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of September 3, 2013.

Chairman Stalnaker presented an overview of a resolution to convey the DFACS building and property to the State of Georgia.  He explained that the County originally built the building around 20 years ago and has leased it to the State since its construction.  The lease payments were used to pay the note on the building.  The building was paid off recently and negotiations were begun to facilitate the eventual transfer of the building and land to the State.  They have recently agreed to take title and the Governor has called a meeting of the State Property Commission Board in October to officially make the transfer.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a resolution with regards to the conveyance of the 4.83 acres of land and its improvements, the MLK Human Services Center (DFACS) building, to the state of Georgia.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to provide support for the upcoming 4th Annual Claxton Road Race at the Landings to benefit the Central Georgia Alzheimer Association.  The event will take place on Saturday, April 5, 2014 starting and finishing at the Landing Pointe Plaza in Bonaire.  The Sheriff’s Department has agreed to assist with traffic control during the hours of the race.
Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the 2013 GEMA-HS Performance Partnership Agreement accepting $50,063 in grant funds for HEMA.  
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Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a GEMA grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency in the amount of $24,000.00 with a federal share of $18,000.00 and a local share of $6,000.00 to formally update the Houston County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The Middle Georgia Regional Commission will prepare the plan update.  Local match is in-kind services only. 

Chief Williams briefed the Board on the necessity of updating our current plan.  Federal law mandates that Houston County maintain the plan and it must be updated every five years.  This will be the second update to our original plan.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to appoint Mr. Bill Schwanebeck and Mr. Steve Williams to additional four year terms on the Planning & Zoning Board.  Both terms will expire on September 6, 2017. 
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve payment of the bills totaling $ 1,202,215.14.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews shared with the Board that the number of permits issued from the Building Inspection Department has increased as compared to this time last year.

Jimmy Autry of Flint Energies announced that Flint has recently issued $2.155 million in capital credits for the years 1985 and part of 1986.  He also announced that the Flint Energies Foundation has donated over $3 million to local charities and organizations since 2001 through the Operation Round Up program.  Flint Energies will also host its annual meeting on October 3rd at 10:00 a.m. in Reynolds.

Jim Taylor, Robins Regional Chamber of Commerce, announced that the Chamber will host their 6th Annual Middle Georgia Regional HobNob on Thursday, September 26th from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Central Georgia Technical College Warner Robins Campus.  It is open to the public and there is a $15 charge for members and a $25 charge for non-members.

There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.

The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.

Commissioner Walker asked that everyone keep the Naval Yard shooting victims and their loved ones in their thoughts and prayers.
There being no further comments, the meeting was continued.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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